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arlier this fall, we had the great pleasure of welcoming
our Circle patrons to the National Gallery for our 
annual Circle Breakfast. We took the opportunity to

preview one of the very special projects their generosity is
making possible — the restoration of a rare 18th century sculp-
ture, a Tabernacle originally from the Église de la Visitation, in
Château-Richer, Quebec. 

This sculpture is of great importance to the National
Gallery’s collection of early Canadian art and restoring it to its
original splendour is “a must”. The support of our Circle pa-
trons has allowed the National Gallery’s Restoration and
Conservation Laboratory to retain the services of an assistant
conservator to carry out the restoration.

I am certain you will enjoy reading excerpts of our con-
versation with Associate Curator of Early Canadian Art René
Villeneuve on this fascinating project in the pages that follow.

The more our family of patrons expands, the more we can
expand the Gallery’s ability to carry out its programs and spe-
cial projects. This is why it was such a pleasure for me to 
announce at the Circle Breakfast that well-known Ottawa phil-
anthropists William and Jean Teron have accepted our invi-
tation to co-chair the Foundation’s Circle program in the
National Capital Region. Bill and Jean’s impressive volunteer
and philanthropic involvement has always reflected their
strong commitment to building better, greater communities.

Their passion, drive and experience will be inestimable in
helping us expand our family of patrons, whose continued
generosity in these challenging economic times is that much
more appreciated.  

On a different note, I am joined by Thomas d’Aquino, Chair
of the Foundation’s Board of Directors, our Board members
and our staff in bidding a fond farewell to Pierre Théberge as
he leaves the National Gallery after eleven years at its helm. 

Pierre’s distinguished tenure as director of the NGC reflects
his vision for sharing great art — highly accessible and more
thought-provoking, contemporary and historical, from
Canada and abroad — with Canadians across the country, and
his unwavering commitment to constantly raising the bar for
our beloved Gallery. We are delighted that Volume VI of the
prestigious National Gallery of Canada Review, published
thanks to the Dorothea and Margaret Graham Endowment
Fund of the National Gallery of Canada Foundation, is being
dedicated to him. Our very best wishes to you, Pierre, as you
enter this new phase of your life.

And to all of you, from all of us at the Foundation, our
very best wishes for a joyful Holiday Season. 

Marie Claire Morin
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Circle program Co-Chairs William and Jean Teron are enthused by the restoration
project of the 18th Century Tabernacle, previewed at the September 27 Circle Breakfast,
and are seen here posing by the monstrance.

Les coprésidents du programme du Cercle, William et Jean Teron, sont enthousiasmés
par le projet de restauration d’un Tabernacle du XVIIIe siècle, présenté lors du déjeuner
du Cercle le 27 septembre dernier, et dont on voit ici la monstrance.
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